which scientists are immersed. I experienced an example of this a few years ago, when Bob Montgomerie and I were searching the literature for information on the intromittent organs of birds. Our plan was to write a review of the subject and to examine the question of why most birds lacked something that seemed so fundamental to reproduction (Briskie and Montgomerie 1997). It soon became clear that the material we required was incomplete and fragmentary. For example, it was well known that male waterfowl (family Anatidae) possessed an intromittent organ, but we could find no information on the closely related screamers (family Anhimidae). Eventually, we dug up an anatomical description of one screamer species from the last century. The work was marvelously detailed and beautifully illustrated, with all of the features of the plumage, skeleton, muscles, and digestive organs presented. But when it came to the genitalia, the relevant regions of the figures and descriptions were mysteriously blank! Victorian sensibilities apparently prevented a discussion of such unmentionables, even among the scientific establishment. It took a trip to a private aviary in England to examine the cloaca of a live bird before we could settle the matter (yes, screamers have a penis).
Such prudishness may seem comical today, but it is only in the last few years that evolutionary biologists have taken more than a passing interest in the genitalia of birds. This re- It took ornithologists a century to fully appreciate the importance of sexual selection in the evolution of avian behavior. Although we are still in the early stages of documenting diversity in the structure of avian reproductive organs, the findings of Sax and Hoi (1998) suggest that the strategies employed by different individuals in the development of their reproductive tissues will be as complex as that seen in their behavior. Sorting out the proximate mechanisms and the adaptive significance of such strategies no doubt will provide much to occupy researchers over the next decade. Perhaps 100 years from now, our century will be judged as overly obsessed by sex, but then, we too are the product of our time.
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